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BOSTON ROAD, HANWELL

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
WE DO HOPE THAT YOU WILL FEEL WELCOME TO COME TO OUR SERVICES
SUNDAY
8.00 AM
10.00 AM
10.00 AM
6.30 PM

SAID EUCHARIST (BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER SERVICE)
SUNDAY SCHOOL (TERM TIME & NOT 2ND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH)
PARISH EUCHARIST
EVENING PRAYER (BCP)
CHORAL EVENSONG FOR SPECIAL FESTIVALS (PLEASE SEE NOTICEBOARD
FOR DETAILS)

WEEKDAY CELEBRATIONS OF HOLY COMMUNION
TUESDAY
12 NOON
WEDNESDAY
2PM
MORNING PRAYER
7.30 AM MONDAY TO FRIDAY (8.00 A.M SATURDAY)
EVENING PRAYER
DAILY 5.00 PM (EXCEPT SATURDAY AND SUNDAY)
PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS, OR NO FAITH AT ALL, ARE WELCOME AT ANY OF OUR SERVICES. THOSE WHO
ARE FULL MEMBERS OF THEIR OWN CHRISTIAN CONGREGATIONS ARE WELCOME TO RECEIVE HOLY
COMMUNION IN ST. THOMAS'S.

REGULAR MEETINGS
MONDAY
12.30 PM
4.45 PM
6.00 PM
TUESDAY
5.30 PM
6.30PM
WEDNESDAY
10.30AM
7.30PM
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

HANWELL HOMELESS CONCERN
RAINBOW GUIDES
BROWNIES
BEAVERS
CUBS
11.00AM - 12.30PM
MOTHER AND BABY/TODDLER GROUP
STUDY GROUP & COMPLINE
(FIRST WED OF EACH MONTH)
7.00 PM
GUIDES
10.30 - 12 NOON 'POP-IN'
7.00 PM
SCOUTS (AT 'THE WARREN' TRUMPERS WAY)
7.00 PM
CHOIR

FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG ONTO OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.THOMASHANWELL.ORG.UK
PLEASE E-MAIL US AT st.thomas.office@btinternet.com

From our Vicar

Dear Friends
The merry, merry month of May is awash with Feast
Days this year. Traditionally, May was a month with a
special focus on the Virgin Mary, but I fear our Lord’s
mother may be fighting for billing as we have Ascension
Day, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday and Corpus Christi. May is also punctuated
on a daily basis, it seems, by saints’ days (three of the twelve apostles are
celebrated this month!).
What does all this mean, apart from lots of work for the sacristan who has
to keep changing the vestment colours? Well it well and truly marks the end
of Easter, because if May is awash with feast days, Eastertide is conspicuous
by their absence. Perhaps that is as it should be.
For the 50 days of Easter we have the chance to confront the reality of
death as the ultimate common denominator, but May presents us with
something different. Rather than death being the ultimate common
denominator, Kierkegaard said ‘trouble is the ultimate common
denominator of the living, the great equalizer’. I think he is equally correct
because, having all these saints celebrated we meet trouble on an almost
daily basis.
Whenever a person is good and kind we say, ‘oh isn’t he/she a saint!’. The
implication is that here is an exemplar of virtue, someone who smooths
bumpy roads, and makes straight crooked paths etc. However, delving into
the lives of the saints you realise what, in the words of Terry Thomas, a
‘complete shower’ they were. Any virtue was not won by floating six feet
above trouble, but meeting it head on and grappling with it emotionally and
spiritually. Even the Virgin Mary, whose month it is, is sadly caricatured as
some other-worldly being who looks constantly unruffled and untarnished,
but was in fact an unmarried teenage girl chosen to carry God.
All this reminds me, and encourages me, that hope does not stop when the
Easter Garden is packed away for another year, and the Easter Candle
moved from the sanctuary to the font until next year’s Easter Day Service.
No hope, reviled in the lives of very unlikely people, tells us that God is
ever-present in our troubles. God never offered immunity from the
pressures of the world, just accompaniment and the hope (and reality seen
in historic lives) that trouble and pain do not have to have the last word.
I hope you had a ‘hopeful’ Easter, but I pray that aided by the prayers of
Mary, and a troublesome and messy band of holy men and women, that you
have a hopeful May as well.
Your friend and priest
Fr. Robert
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Parish News

The past few weeks and the forthcoming few have been a
hive of activity. Thankfully this activity is not simply
busyness, but the fruit of our life together as St Thomas’.
In April we had our opening Organ Recital given by Prof.
Ian Tracey of Liverpool Cathedral. This event was a
superb and fitting opening event, which not only celebrated the attributes
of organ and organist alike, but also provided a wonderful opportunity to
bring joy and celebrate what is good about St Thomas’. I wish to thank all
those who helped in the technical department, and with catering, but
mainly Michael for his inspired choice of performer, and for arranging it.
It seems that music will continue to resound in our walls as there is
another musical event of a different type happening all day from 10.30am
on 21st May. Ralph Allwood (www.ralphallwood.com) was Director of
Music at Eton but now takes his immense gifts beyond the college
cloisters. We are very privileged with our friends at the ‘Making Suburban
Faith’ project (www.makingsuburbanfaith.org), to have secured his
services. Full details are on page 10 and 11 so please Come and Sing and
encourage others to do the same.
Other big events in May include our hosting of the Archdeacon’s
Visitation Service. This is an annual service which is held in the deanery
and forms the context for the Archdeacon to give his ‘charge’, and install
the various parishes’ churchwardens. Given the size of the deanery it only
comes to a parish about every 20 years, so it would be great if we could
make it as memorable as possible. The service itself begins at 8pm, but
there is much to do in terms of catering etc before. Please help if you can.
At the end of April we had our parish’s APCM (AGM) and this is a great
chance for us to not only elect our representatives, but celebrate our life
together. I would like to thank all those who are serving in different ways
in the parish, and re-iterate how much it means to me as vicar, and to the
wider community.
With the wider community in mind April also saw our Fun Run which is
turning out to be a fabulous way of engaging people who do not normally
come our way. A big thank you goes to Sarah Holroyd, Sue Cunningham
and their happy band of helpers!
Staying with the community aspect, last month saw a huge amount of
work being done on St Thomas’ Garden. This exciting project is
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developing the green space around the sides and back of the church so that
it can be used by many different groups. Thanks go to Leanda and the PCC
for all their efforts in making this happen.
Finally May sees two other important diary dates, Ascension Day and the
May Fair. The Ascension Day Eucharist this year is at 6pm on 5th May, and
will take place outside in the Vicarage Garden, or turf willing in St Thomas’
Garden! Therefore, when we recall the disciples lifting up their eyes to the
skies we can do the same. This move was inspired by our young people’s
work in Sunday School so it would be great if families could come along for
this unusual service.
The May Fair will happen a couple of days later on Saturday 7th from 2 to
4pm. Please invite people along and don’t forget to bake a cake for the bake
-off and sale! Thank you to Kirsten for organising this event.
It really has been, in the words of the late Ronnie Corbett, a packed
programme so thank you to all for your support and creativity in serving
one another and the parish.

From the Editors

A very busy month at St Thomas’ coming up, so
please try to support all the events if you can.

Prayer for the month of May
O Lord, spirit of beauty and of holiness, dwell within
our hearts: that as the disciples at this time were
made brave and faithful by your presence, so may
we be filled with the same courage and devotion.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen
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LONDON AIR AMBULANCE

The Brownies are currently working on a project and badge about the
London Air Ambulance. There are several clauses involved in the badge
including finding out and visiting places in London , learning a bit about
helicopters and also First Aid - most of the Brownies have been awarded
their First Aid Badge. We have had a visitor from the 999 service to talk to
us about the London Air Ambulance and how it is the only branch of the
Emergency Services that is paid for entirely by voluntary contributions and is
not included in the NHS budget. London currently has 1 air ambulance to
cover the whole of the area. They have raised money for a second helicopter
and are now working towards fitting it up with all the necessary equipment so
even more lives can be saved.
The Brownies will be telling you a bit about what they have been doing at the
end of our Pentecost Parade Service on Sunday May 15th. After the service
we will be having a retiring collection to support the London Air Ambulance
Service. We hope you will be able to donate something towards this most
important cause
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St Thomas’ May
Fair
In support of The Bishop of
London's Mission Fund

Games and fun for all the
family, lots of interesting
stalls,
toys, gifts, refreshments
St Thomas’ Big Bake Off and St Thomas’ Little Bake Off
(Adults and children can enter baked goods on the day by
1.45pm
which will be sold off in pieces following judging)
Flower Display competition
(entries by 2pm on the day)

Photo Studio

Get professional pictures of all the family for only
£5

Saturday 7th May 2016, 2-4pm

St Thomas’ Church Hall
Boston Road, W7 2AD

(For more details: Kirstenallen1@yahoo.co.uk)
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Ode to Joan Harle
A life long member of St Thomas’
and supporter of the Girl Guide movement.
“She made me feel like a princess for the day.”
My first recollection of meeting Joan Harle took place at the gates of St
Thomas’ church in the seventies, when as a stressed and over anxious young
mum, I off-loaded two of my children into her loving care for Sunday School.
As I thanked her and tried to beat a hasty retreat, promising to collect them
at said appointed time, Joan asked
‘Why don’t you stay for church?’
I mumbled some excuse about not being appropriately dressed, to which
Joan repled
“Just button up your coat, no one will be the wiser.’
I managed to persuade her I had to go back home. However, I did return
later for Evensong.
We had recently moved into the area, but knew from experience that the
teachings of the church from an early age was important for young minds.
Some time later, I decided to join St Mark’s church, and of course the
children went with me. However, someone was so concerned about our
moonlight flit, that it was brought to the attention of Miss Julian (a very
active church stalwart) who then contacted me to ask the reason for our
departure. I assured her our leaving had no bearing on the Sunday School
or the teachers.
St Mark’s church closed in 1978-79 and so I returned to St Thomas’. You
could have knocked me down with a feather – the first person I saw was
Joan Harle! I hurried up to her and exclaimed
“I know you. You were the first person to receive my children into St
Thomas’ Sunday School.’ Joan smiled and said hello.
Over the years Joan and I would exchange pleasantries. We attended away
quiet days, met at the Communion table, garden parties, flower shows,
fetes, Christian Aid walks, a wedding and went on Sunday School outings
and generally shared our commitment of church life.
Then one day, Joan came up to me and said
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‘Eileen, I’ve been watching the way you share your car with others, would
you like to go to tea?’. I thanked her and we arranged to meet at Boston
Manor Station to travel up to Central London.
We arrived at our destination, which was my eye-popping wow moment,
for we were going to have tea at Fortnum and Mason. As we took our
seat, Joan ordered afternoon tea for two, then she stopped in mid sentence
saying
‘you can have whatever you like.’ I reassured her that what she had
ordered would suffice. We had a delicious tea. I offered to ‘go Dutch’ but
Joan was emphatic that she would pay. THAT DAY, JOAN HARLE MADE
ME FEEL LIKE A PRINCESS.
As the years took their toll on Joan, it was her turn to be taken home in
the car and it was an honour to do so. We had a few hilarious moments
on our way home trying to put the world to rights, and glaring at motorists
who had the temerity to cross us. I was the recipient of sweetmeats,
bookmarks, and even a washing-up brush courtesy of Joan. Joan Harle gave
me a glimpse of what true discipleship means, and in the words of a
childrens’ hymn (by W. St Hill Bourne), Joan certainly kept her promise
made at the font.
I think she will take up her stance at the gates of paradise, gently elbowing
St Peter out of the way.
Fondest memories
Eileen

The inaugural organ recital

I would just like to say how much I enjoyed the inaugural organ recital on
April 16th. The music played by Professor Ian Tracey was wonderful, and I
really enjoyed seeing the organ being played on the big screen. Being
ignorant about these things, I was especially fascinated to see how the foot
pedals are used. I suppose I’d not really thought about it, but it hadn’t
occurred to me that they actually play notes as well – that takes some
seriously good co-ordination! I was mesmerized by the way the stops are
used and manipulated too.
All in all, a fab event. Well done to all who organized and helped.
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If you enjoyed the murder mystery at the church
hall, or want to know what you missed, come
and see St. Mary’s Players production of
“Murder in Play” by Simon Brett.
A classic murder play by the author of the
Charles Paris theatrical thriller novels; the text is
full of humour and the obligatory twists and
turns to leave you guessing till the last page.
On at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Greenford Avenue, Hanwell.
Performances on May 12th, 13th and 14th at 7.45pm.
Box office 020 8840 0085
Or email stmarystickets@hotmail.co.uk

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to the
Foodbank. In the first three months of this year St
Thomas’ has given 109 kilos (240 lbs) of food to
the Central Foodbank in West Ealing. This will have
been distributed to the various centres in West
London where people in a crisis can obtain a bag of food.
Please continue to give by providing any of the following items in one of
the green Foodbank collection boxes situated inside the church
porches:
Main meal (Vegetarian,
chicken or stew. incl
curry)
Fish (tuna, salmon)
Pasta in tomato sauce
Sponge pudding or longlife cakes

Dried milk
Dried potatoes
Long life milk
Long life juice
Hair shampoo
Savoury biscuits
Sweet biscuits
Thank you.
12

Free
Estimate
 No job too big or too
small
 Garden lighting
specialists
 Add, move or remove
sockets lights
switches etc
 Fault finding /
diagnostics
 Full and part rewires
 Fuse board change
 Fire and security
alarms
 Electric heating and
ventilation

Marcus Brown
Electrical

Your Friendly
Efficient Local
Electrician

HUMES GARAGE LTD
Established over 50 years

17-19 Humes Avenue
W7 2LJ

Marcus Brown
electrical is based in
the West London area
and offer a complete
electrical service.

Tel: 020 8567 4549
MOT Testing

My aim is to offer a
reliable, efficient and
competitive services
creating the least
inconvenience possible

Car Servicing & Repairs
Body Repairs

www.mbelectrical.info
marcus@mbelectrical.info

07783581157

13

A.P.G. SERVICES
NEW ROOFS
& ROOF REPAIRS
* SLATING
* TILING
* LEADWORK * GUTTERS
* VALLEYS
* REPOINTING

FREE ESTIMATES
MOBILE: 07880 713773
EMAIL
a.gellard@btinternet.com

Annette's Home
Hairdressing
I have been hairdressing
in the area for over 20
years, and I offer reduced
rates for OAP'S.
I am City and Guilds
qualified. If you would like
to contact me, please
call:
Home: 0208 840 3104
Mobile: 07746555367

Foot Health Service
Louisa Thomas
MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Member of The British
Association of Foot Health Professionals

Visiting Practice
Treatment for Hard skin, Corns,
Verruca treatment,
Ingrowing toenails, Athletes foot,
Fungal nail infections,
Reducing thickened, Toe nail &
Finger nail cutting.
Day & Weekend Appointments
Available

020 8579 4842 / 0796 904 5742
Louisamthomas@msn.com
Professionally insured,
CRB checked & trained in medical
procedures.

PAINTER & DECORATOR
City and Guilds qualified
Specialising in domestic painting
and decorating
Wallpaper hanging
Kate Hawkins RGN and Lisa Rankin RGN

Offering a reliable and friendly
service tailored to suit your specific
needs.






Help at home
Escorted visits
Household jobs
Company and social visits

Tel: 07561 141 613
mysupportathome@hotmail.co.uk
www.mysupportathome.co.uk

WASHING MACHINE
DISHWASHER
TUMBLE DRYER
ELECTRIC COOKER
REPAIRS
Most makes repaired:
Hoover Hotpoint Indesit Zanussi
Whirlpool Creda Electra Servis etc….
For a Fast, Efficient
& Friendly Service, please call

Simon Lynch
Electrical Engineer

07958 554947 (mobile)

Paint effects, colour washing
and advice on colour schemes
20 years experience
Reliable
(reference from a
parish member available)

For a free quotation
call STEPHEN DAVIES on

07966 071884

stephendavies1610@btinternet.com

Home care services at home.
Absolutely anything you
require…companionship,
home help, your shopping,
picking up prescriptions.
We have fully trained carers who
drive and can escort you.
Out on trips - We match a
carer to suit you…
Our carers really do care!
For more information….
Please call our office
0208 574 2008
We cover many areas.

A. CAIN
(FUNERAL SERVICES) LTD.
Est. 1902
Still an Independent Family Business
for Five Generations
Your local Funeral Director providing a
Professional & Caring service

81 Uxbridge Road, Hanwell, W7 3ST
Tel: 020 8567 5062
Also at: 38 Coldharbour Lane Hayes

Middx UB3 3EP
Tel: 020 8573 0664

Liz Pinder
Holistic Therapist
ITEC Qualified
Rest ~ Relax ~ Rejuvenate
Holistic Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Reflexology
Eastern Facial Massage
Enjoy a thorough & relaxing
experience without having to leave
the comfort of your own home
lizmassagetherapist@hotmail.co.uk

07913 214071

Specialising in European, Afro, Asian:

Offer Student Discounts
 OAP Days ( Mon– Wed)
 Monthly Offers Also Available


VETERINARY NURSE ON CALL

Help keep your
cat happy while
you’re away

All types of work Undertaken
Extension Specialists
Mobile: 07831 472274

Sarah Chapman VN, BA (Hons)
MOBILE:
E-MAIL:
WEB:

07958 652880

Email: info@preedybuilde rs.co.uk
Website: www.preedybuilders.co.uk

catsitbooking@icloud.com

www.catsit.co.uk

12 Milford Road, London W13 9HZ

Proud to be Independent
Family Funeral Directors

W SHERRY & SONS
Established 1850

87 Greenford Avenue
Hanwell
Manager: Peter O’Malley
Tel: 020 8567 3904

24 hr service, help and advice
Tel: Neil Sherry 07771 990190

Aaron McCormack
A family-run business est.1969
 DESIGN
 CONSTRUCTION
 MAINTENANCE
 CLEARANCE
 PRUNING
 TURFING
 PATIOS
 FENCING
 DECKING
22 Ash Grove Ealing W5

020 8579 6022
07904 560501

POP-IN
*POP- IN ON FRIDAYS*
AT ST THOMAS' CHURCH HALL
FROM 10.30AM TO 12 NOON
*COME FOR TEA, COFFEE, BISCUITS AND A CHAT
*MEET YOUR FRIENDS AND MAKE NEW ONES!
*STAY FOR TEN MINUTES OR THE MORNING!

May
6th - tea coffee and cakes
13th - tea coffee and cakes
20th - tea coffee and cakes
27th - tea coffee and cakes
The POP-IN is run by the Hanwell Neighbourly Care Scheme.

Terracycle recycling for Organ
Fund

Copy dates!

We can no longer
collect yoghurt pots
as these are collected
by the council in your
green boxes and we
can no longer collect
baby wipe packets

ELECTRICAL AND
PLUMBING SERVICES

We are still collecting
Coffee bean packaging
Coffee jar lids
Tassimo pods and foil
bags
Biscuit wrappers
Ella’s kitchen baby
food pouches & lids
Find out more at
www.terracycle.co.uk

June Trident - Sun May 8th
July Trident - Sun June 12th
August Trident - Sun July10th

P.B. SERVICES
Proprietor: Peter Balls

01753 646494
peteballs@btinternet.com

Diary Dates
APRIL
24th Sun
MAY
6th Thurs
7th Sat
7th Sat
21st Sat
24th Tues
31st Tues
JUNE
4th Sat
JULY
26th Tues
SEPTEMBER
3rd Sat

APCM at 11.30am in the hall
St Thomas’ Fun Run 2pm
Ascension Day service 6pm
Churches Together in Hanwell meeting at St Thomas’
May Fair 2-4pm
‘Come and Sing’ day at St Thomas’
Archdeacon’s Visitation at St Thomas’
PCC. 8pm
Churches Together in
Hanwell meeting TBA
PCC
Panto Kick-off BBQ (TBC)

Baby/Toddler
Group

St Thomas’ Hall
On Wednesdays from
10.30am until
11.45am.
All are welcome.
Free.

The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors
and not necessarily those of the Church, the Vicar, the Editors or of the PCC.
The editors reserve the right to edit items sent in for publication.
The photograph of Father Robert on page 3 is reproduced with kind permission
of Stephen Brooks. www.stephenbrooksphotography.com

Our vision is to be a place of welcome to all,
sharing the joy of our Christian faith, and
building on over 80 years of service within our
community using our gifts for the benefit of all
people.

www.thomashanwell.org.uk

PARISH DIRECTORY
VICAR

REV. DR. ROBERT CHAPMAN
ST.THOMAS' VICARAGE 182 BOSTON ROAD W7 2AD

CHURCHWARDENS
PARISH OFFICE
PCC SECRETARY
TREASURER
STEWARDSHIP SEC

IVAN CARTER

8840 3670

PASTORAL ASSISTANT SOPHIE SCHUIL-BREWER sophie.s-b@hotmail.co.uk
ELECTORAL ROLL

3302 1040

fatherrobert@thomashanwell.org.uk
LEANDA HOMER
leandahomer66@hotmail.com
07801 277086
GILL SHAW
gillshaw36@aol.com
8567 0999
st.thomas.office@btinternet.com
SOPHIE SCHUIL-BREWER sophie.s-b@hotmail.co.uk
07771 514691
SHEILA BURT
sheilamburt@talktalk.net
8579 3950

SIAN BOWLES-BEVAN

sianbb@sky.com

07771 514691
8579 6920

PAULINE BRITTON
pauline.britton@tiscali.co.uk
8578 2786
ANDREW LUMSDEN andrew.n.lumsden@btinternet.com
8567 9991
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MICHAEL MAPPIN
choir@thomashanwell.org.uk
MISSION COMMITTEE SARAH HOLROYD c/o THE VICARAGE
HALL BOOKINGS
GILL SHAW
8567 0999
SENIOR SIDESMAN
SACRISTAN

SUNDAY SCHOOL
RAINBOWS
BROWNIES &
GUIDES

SUE GRANGE
AMY NEWLANDS
BEV TREMAYNE

sue@grangefamily.co.uk
hanwellrainbows@yahoo.com
b.tremayne@sky.com

GROUP SCOUT
LEADER
CUBS

MIKE HARRIS

arris107@virginmedia.com

SCOUTS
BEAVERS

DOUG ROWE
GILL SHAW

KATRINA CURRIE

currie.katrina@gmail.com
dougrowe@talktalk.net
gillshaw36@aol.com

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
CHARLOTTE CAROTENUTO ccaroten@fastmail.fm
CHILDRENS CHAMPION
TRACEY SUGDEN
tracey@squarepetal.com
TRIDENT EDITORS

JILL ASHCROFT
SUE CUNNINGHAM

07970 426924
07713 584130
8897 7045
8567 1177
07747 731313

8567 0999
8567 7128

24 ERLESMERE GARDENS W13 9TY

jill.ashcroft@erlesmere.com
26 KENT AVENUE W13 8BH

sue.cunningham@mac.com

07850 889948

