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FROM OUR VICAR 
Dear Friends 

In 1873 Arthur Sullivan, who is perhaps best known for his 

collaboration with W. S. Gilbert, wrote an oratorio called 

Light of the World. What Sullivan was tapping into was the 

‘spiritual zeitgeist’ created by William Holman Hunt’s 

painting of the same title. 

Unlike Holman Hunt’s painting Sullivan’s Light of the World 

has not lasted as well. Despite its deliberate piety it was not embraced in the 

same way. Perhaps the issue was one of originality. Holman Hunt’s was, at the 

time, radical, shocking: it was original.  Sullivan, on the other hand, was 

unapologetically inspired by Handel’s Messiah. The result is that although the 

light still shines on canvas, it has since faded on the stave. 

Christmastime is riven with the call to be ‘original’; ‘give the one you love 

something truly unique this Christmas’. This call from the media is hard to 

resist, but also hard to fulfil. After all, once you’ve given something for the first 

time it is no longer original. 

However, this pressure to give something original reveals something profound 

about originality; originality and novelty are not the same. The constant 

advertising pressure is often more to do with novelty than originality. The 

simply novel is forgettable, the truly original is unique. The difference in terms 

of products is, I suspect, retail alchemy. For the message behind Christmas it 

is key. 

The light of the world celebrated by Holman Hunt, reveals God in a quite 

unique way. This God in human form was indeed unique, because, unlike the 

ancient Greek gods who novelly donned a human body like someone putting 

on fancy dress, he became fully human whilst remaining divine. Thus, the 

divine light shone from a human being. 

The uniqueness of this divine light made manifest in humanity inspired to 

varying degrees of success both Holman Hunt and Sullivan, and continues to 

inspire millions and millions of people across the world. 

In St Thomas’ we have marked the uniqueness of this Christmas hope by 

commissioning a votive prayer stand, which stands in the centre of the church 

for worshippers and visitors alike to come and light a candle. There is nothing 

magical about the beauty of the stand or lighting a candle, but simply lighting a 

candle places our hopes and fears before the light of the world, who shared 

the whole of our life. 

So whether you are gazing at a painting, listening to music or lighting a candle, 

remember the light of the world who came to transform our darkness into 

light.  May I wish you all very happy Christmas, and prosperous New Year, 

and may the light of the Christ-child shine on you and those you love. 

Your priest and friend 

Fr. Robert  

  
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
BOSTON ROAD, HANWELL 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

 

 
WE DO HOPE THAT YOU WILL FEEL WELCOME TO COME TO OUR SERVICES 

 

SUNDAY 

      8.00  AM      HOLY COMMUNION (BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER SERVICE) 

   10.00  AM   SUNDAY SCHOOL (TERM TIME AND NOT 2ND SUNDAY OF THE 

              MONTH) 

   10.00  AM   PARISH COMMUNION 

     6.30  PM   EVENING PRAYER (BCP)     

    CHORAL EVENSONG FOR SPECIAL FESTIVALS (PLEASE SEE NOTICEBOARD  

   FOR DETAILS) 
 

WEEKDAY CELEBRATIONS OF HOLY COMMUNION 

   TUESDAY             12 NOON 

    WEDNESDAY             2PM 

 LAST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH  7.30PM 
                   

MORNING PRAYER 

8.00 AM   MONDAY TO FRIDAY (9.30 A.M SATURDAY) 
 

EVENING PRAYER 
DAILY 5.00 PM (EXCEPT SATURDAY AND SUNDAY)   
 
PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS, OR NO FAITH AT ALL, ARE WELCOME AT ANY OF OUR SERVICES. THOSE WHO 

ARE FULL MEMBERS OF THEIR OWN CHRISTIAN CONGREGATIONS ARE WELCOME TO RECEIVE HOLY 
COMMUNION IN ST. THOMAS'S. 
 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

MONDAY     12.30 PM  HANWELL HOMELESS CONCERN 

       4.45 PM  RAINBOW GUIDES 

       6.00 PM  BROWNIES 

TUESDAY      5.30 PM  BEAVERS 

       6.30PM  CUBS 

WEDNESDAY        11.00AM - 12.30PM  

       10.30AM  MOTHER AND BABY/TODDLER  GROUP 

       7.30PM    STUDY GROUP & COMPLINE   

     (FIRST WED OF EACH  MONTH) 

THURSDAY      7.00 PM  GUIDES 

FRIDAY      10.30 - 12 NOON 'POP-IN' 

       7.00 PM  SCOUTS (AT 'THE WARREN' TRUMPERS WAY) 

       7.00 PM  CHOIR 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION LOG ONTO OUR WEBSITE:  

WWW.THOMASHANWELL.ORG.UK 
     

PLEASE E-MAIL US AT st.thomas.office@btinternet.com 
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Prayer for the month of December 
O God our Father, who by the glorious birth of your 

son did enlighten the darkness of the world:  we 

Pray that the light of His presence may shine more and more 

in the lives of all mankind; that being filled with His spirit of 

goodwill, the nations of the world may inherit that gift of 

peace which He came to bring.  We ask this in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen 

Parish News 
Life at St Thomas’ is always full at this time of year. 

November saw us have our Parish Quiz Night on the 

16th, our Christmas Fair on the 23rd, and special All Souls’ Requiems. This 

year we invited back to St Thomas’s,  those families whose loved ones’ 

funeral had been conducted here, for a special Choral Evensong.  During this 

service a candle was lit for each name that was read out and placed upon 

the new Votive Prayer Stand.  The Votive Prayer Stand, pictured below, has 

been a huge asset to the life of the Church and the care we can offer to the 

parish. This was a specially commissioned piece to fit in with the existing 

furniture, and made by King’s in Hanwell. We are still very happy to receive 

donations towards the cost of the stand. 

At the heart of St Thomas’ during 

the season are our services which 

seek to connect with as many 

people as possible. There are 

services for all ages and meeting all 

tastes. Please see pages 8 - 10 for 

more details. 

If you would like more details please 

contact Fr. Robert, or look at our 

website. 

The great news this year is the 

Panto is back! The Panto is Beauty and the Beast and is professionally 

written by Ben Crocker. Tickets are soon available so contact us at the 

ticket office (see advert on page 7) 

We hope you are able to join us for some the above, and so make the 

season what it should be, Good News. 

Guides' Science Weekend. 
The Guides spent a highly educational weekend at Paxmead in October.  

Jill, our leader, had organised a group of scientists from Imperial College to 

come and do presentations and experiments about a variety of scientific 

topics. They found out about Irrigation, Touch Sensors, Chemical Reactions, 

Cell Structure and Cardio-Vascular Systems amongst other things.  

They got to work with Dry Ice, Microscopes and even extracted DNA from a 

strawberry ! 

To finish the weekend they took part in a challenge called the Science 

Olympics which gave them the chance to use what they had learned. 

As well as this they enjoyed themselves sleeping in the bunkroom and being 

with their friends for the weekend.  

Thanks to Jill for organising the visitors and activities. 

BROWNIE POST 
The Brownies will be running a Christmas postal service as a 

way of helping people in the parish this Christmas.  The post 

box will be in the Church from Advent Sunday, 1st 

December, until Sunday 15th December.  There is no charge for this 

service and we are able to deliver to some streets outside our Parish.   

We include Midhurst Road but not roads to the other side of Midhurst 

Road (Salisbury Road, Mayfield Avenue etc).  We deliver to Townholm 

Crescent, Humes Avenue, Studley Grange Road etc up to and including 

Green Lane and we deliver up to Oaklands Road, but not to Deans Road.   

Some Christmas Cracker Jokes! 
Q; What pantomime takes place in a chemist’s shop 

A: Puss in Boots! 
 

Q: How can you get your name in lights all over the world? 

A: Change your name to Emergency Exit! 
 

 Man:  Doctor, Doctor I keep thinking I’m a moth 

 Doctor:vYou don’t need to see a doctor, you need to see a 

psychiatrist 

Man: Yes, but your light was on! 
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St Thomas Organ Appeal 
As some of you may know the church organ at St Thomas is in need of 

serious repair. 
 

I have been collecting certain items that can be recycled for money for the 

organ appeal. 
 

 The items I am collecting are as follows: 

 ·Non savoury Biscuit wrappers - any brand. 

 ·Plastic lids off coffee jars - any brand. 

 ·Plastic foil bags that coffee beans and filter coffee comes in any brand. 

 ·Plastic/foil bags Refill coffee granules come in any brand. 

 ·Individual coffee sachets ( like cappuccino and the one cup stick packets   

you get in hotels) any brand. 

 ·Baby wipe bags - any brand. 

 ·Kenco coffee refill packs. 

 ·Tassimo coffee (& milk & chocolate ) pods & the foil bags they come in. 

 ·Actimel bottles -  just the Danone brand. 

 ·Shape yoghurt pots -  just the Danone brand. 

 ·Activia yoghurt pots -  just the Danone brand. 
 

Please put in the box on the landing in the Hall 

or in the box in the church porch.  
 

Terracycle, the recycling company, make various items from this waste, so 

saving these things from land fill. 
 

I have so far, in the past 18 months, raised £200, so this is a worthwhile 

project.  
 

Thank you so much for your help. 
 

Pauline  

Original script by  
Ben Crocker. 

This production by 
arrangement with Ben 
Crocker Pantomimes. 

Fun for Everyone from 2yrs to 102! 

St Thomas’ Players Present: 

Performance dates: 9th 10th 11th January 
at 7.30pm 

Saturday 11th Matinee at 2.30pm 
 

Box office: 07850 889948 (Sue) 

Email: stickets@me.com 
 

Thursday special all tickets £5. 

Adults £10 and Children £5 

 

PANTOMIME 

From the Editors 
Only the tiniest space for us this time.  We hope you enjoy 

reading this.  It gives you just a snapshot of all that goes on at St Thomas’s.  

Have a wonderful Christmas. 

 

 

 

Copy date for the January 2104 Trident will be Sunday 8th December 

 

mailto:stickets@me.com
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SPECIAL SERVICES FOR CHRISTMAS 

AT ST THOMAS’S 
Advent Sunday 

10am on Sunday 1st December 
This is our first special service in the build up to Christmas. This year sees 

ceremonies and music inspired by the plainchant liturgy of the earliest 

church. All our Advent services incorporate the lighting of the Advent 

Wreath by a child and reflections on the rich themes of the Advent 

season, traditionally called the Great Os (come and find out why!). This 

takes place within our Parish Sung Eucharist when there is also Sunday 

School for young people.  

.   

Christingle 

4pm on Sunday 15th December 
One event not to be missed is our  Christingle service – a candle-lit 

family celebration that raises money for the work of The Children’s 

Society, a voluntary organisation of the Church of England.   

If you haven’t been to one of our Christingle Services before, a brief 

explanation may help! The ‘Christingle’ itself, which symbolises the light of 

Christ’s love, is a lighted candle mounted in an orange, which has a red 

ribbon or tape around it. Also mounted in the orange are four cocktail 

sticks, each bearing dried fruit or sweets. 

The orange represents the world. The candle 

stands for Jesus, the Light of the World. The red 

ribbon or tape symbolises the blood of Christ, who 

shares in the suffering of the whole world. The 

fruits and sweets are symbolic of God’s Creation 

and His love for us.  

The highlight of our service is when the Christingles 

are lit. We then dim the lights in the Church and 

everyone sings the carol ’Away in a Manger’.   It’s 

lovely to see the children’s excited faces illuminated 

by the Christingles.  This service is a great way to remind the children 

about the true meaning of Christmas.  Refreshments will be served in the 

Church Hall after the service. 

 

 

Carols by Candlelight 

6.30pm on Sunday 22nd  December 
Candlelight, Carols and Choir  -  these are the ingredients that go to make 

our service of Nine Lessons and Carols so special.  This is your chance to 

renew your acquaintance with the best of the traditional Christmas Carols, 

to hear some old favouristes sung by the Choir and, we hope, to discover 

some new ones. Come and raise the roof, then enjoy a glass of mulled wine 

and some mince pies.  Christmas really starts here.   
 

Christmas Eve Children’s Service 
6.00pm on Christmas Eve 

This service is very much one for the children.  It is an 

informal service with no choir or organ.  The Sunday 

School perform a short play based on the nativity and 

then we sing some carols and say our prayers.  Some of 

the figures are placed in the crib at the back of the 

church.  It is a delightful service and with all the eager 

anticipation of Santa Claus, it is a great way to remind 

the children of what Christmas is celebrating. 
 

 

Midnight Mass 
11.00pm on Christmas Eve 

Our celebration begins with “A Ceremony of Carols” by Benjamin Britten. 

This beautiful work for choir and harp sets the scene and the mood for the 

power and the simplicity of Jesus’ birth. Enjoy the music in the candle-lit 

peace of the church, a moving prelude to the glories and joy of the Midnight 

Mass which follows at 11:30. There will be a short gap (5-10 minutes) between 

the end of the Ceremony of Carols and the start of the service to allow people to 

arrive/leave. 

 

Midnight Mass has its roots in the very earliest of times when Christians on 

this most holy night to celebrate the first Eucharist of Christmas. It is both 

beautiful and joyous; a time to pause, reflect, and give thanks amidst 

candlelight, processions, traditional rituals, and the ‘sweet singing of the 

choir’. It starts at 11.30pm so that your personal holy communion or 

Christmas blessing can be received as soon after midnight as possible. The 

service also includes the Christ-child being placed in the crib which is 

blessed during the service.        

         ……….. cont 

x-apple-data-detectors://7
x-apple-data-detectors://8
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HYMN WRITING COMPETITION 
 

To celebrate the 80th year of worship in our church building of St Thomas Hanwell, 

we are running a hymn-writing competition. 

 
Don't panic!  You are probably more qualified to write a hymn than you 

think.  First, you don't need to worry about a tune.  Why not pick a tune 

that you're familiar with, discard the existing text, and write some words of 

your own?  (Do choose your tune carefully though:  if for example you were 

to use Mendelssohn's magnificent tune for Hark! The Herald Angels Sing a 

congregation singing your hymn would be too easily distracted by the 

thought of the 'proper' words.)  Second, if you sing or listen to hymns 

regularly (as we do at St Thomas), you instinctively know what 'works' and 

what doesn't.  Third, you've got plenty of time to think about it, as the 

closing date for entries isn't until the end of September 2014.  Finally, it 

doesn't need to be that long...2 good verses are better than 6 mediocre 

ones.  Of course, you might want to write your own tune too, but this won't 

affect the judges' decision either way. 

 
Once you've written your hymn, put it in a sealed envelope along with your 

name and give it to one of the judges who will select six to be sung at a 

special Songs of Praise in St Thomas towards the end of 2014.  (The judges 

are Father Robert, Bev Bowles-Bevan and Tessie Newlyn.)  Of these six, an 

overall winner will be chosen, at which point we will, should the author wish 

it, commission an original tune for the hymn. 

 

Handy hints: 

 
There exists a plethora of advice as to what makes a good hymn.  You might 

find useful the following extracts.  First from Eric Routley, minister, 

composer and musicologist (speaking on the BBC Home Service in 1952): 

 
A hymn, like anything else, has to be put to practical use, and must be good, so to 

speak, ‘at both ends’. It must be well made by the standards of the arts it 

employs—verse and music— but it must also be good for its special purpose. It 

must come out of the mind of its author as a good piece of work, and it must go 

into the mind and the mouth of the singer as a true act of worship.  
 

Second, here's Dean McIntyre of the United Methodist Church: 

 

In general, do the words communicate the thoughts in the best way, using 

language that is understandable and not contrived or flowery? The text should not 

stretch for a quality of wittiness, nor use language that calls attention to the text 

rather than to the thought being expressed. Perfection is rare, but should remain a 

goal.  Most worshippers are not theologians. We are not poets, nor are we 

psychologists. And yet, we come together in worship out of a need and expectation 

to experience the presence of God, to hear from God, and to speak to God, in 

praise, thanksgiving, confession, sacrament, silence, and spoken and sung word. It 

is not enough for others to speak and sing words on our behalf -- preacher, 

liturgist, and choir. We must speak and sing the words for ourselves, yet we don't 

naturally know the words to use. It is the gift of the hymn writer to know those 

words and to place them in our mouths in the singing of the hymns. The hymn 

text gives us thoughts and words that we would ordinarily be unable to articulate 

and express on our own. 

 

Lofty ideals?  Certainly.  Good luck, and get writing. 

Christmas Day Family Communion 
10am on Christmas day 

This service is one for all the family, so bring your 

children, friends and relatives.  When you enter the 

Church you will find the Christmas tree beautifully 

decorated.  We sing hymns and carols and we have a 

short sermon - very much aimed at the children on this 

special day.   

The Oxen 
Christmas Eve, and twelve of the 

clock, 

'Now they are all on their knees.' 

An elder said as we sat in a flock 

By the embers in fireside ease. 

 

We pictured the meek mild 

creatures where 

They dwelt in their strawy pen, 

Nor did it occur to one of us there 

To doubt they were kneeling then. 

 

So fair a fancy few would weave 

In these years! Yet, I feel, 

If someone said on Christmas Eve, 

'Come; see the oxen kneel. 

 

In the lonely barton by yonder 

coomb 

Our childhood used to know,' 

I should go with him in the gloom, 

Hoping it might be so. 
 

THOMAS HARDY 
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ 2013! 
Welcome to this year’s Quiz and we’ve got something a little 

different for you this year.   

1. All the answers to these clues are living creatures.  An-

swers of more than one word are indicated by the figure in 

brackets.  For example Magic Dragon, pocket calculator(2) is Puff Adder. 

 Go on—have a go! 

1. Mapmakers, quarry. 

2.  Warmer without hydrogen. 

3.  Head feature, false head feature. 

4.  Communal sleeping quarters, English river. 

5.  Emergency service, right, penny, 3 dots and a dash, wooden boat. 

6.  Half a day, opener. 

7.  Religious leader, drink. 

8.  Rex, angle, HM. 

9.  Communist mariner. (2) 

10.  Cereal, me and you, wicked. (2) 

11.  Celebrity, moorland flora. 

12.  Home of a gem, baseball player. 

13.  Telltale, container. 

14.  Water barrier, artist. 

15.  Centre, abbreviated priest, score for opponents. 

16.  Dark white, Norman Stanley Fletcher. 

17.  Hydrogen, whiter than white, early season riser, that is, points. 

18.  5 ½ yards. 

19.  Grain husks, imperial measure. 

20.  Growing barrier, potato clamp. 

21.  Complain continuously, lifting tool, towards, year one onwards. 

22.  Parent with extended lower limbs. 

23.  Polish, indefinite article, exclamation. 

24.  Baby’s plaything, A57. 

25.  Bulblike stem, alternative, termite. 

26.  Grumble. 

27.  Zodiac sign with a point. 

28.  Precipitation, ribbons. (2) 

29.  Part of a woodwind instrument, trill, river. (2) 

30.  Near, metal, force 8. 

31.  G.I., complexion, bob down. (3) 

32.  Worn by judge when passing death sentence. 

33.  Flannelled fools at play. 

34.  Stupid boy. 

35.  Young Mr Blair, father, shortened thoroughfare. 

36.  Top and tail a chucker-outer. 

37.  12d, also, musician. 

38.  It could be burnt bread. 

39.  Box, paddle. 

40.  Outsize, Gentle Giant, bridge, vowel, Spanish the. (3) 

41.  Gulp, endpiece. 

42.  Fret, spoil, number. 

43.  Lucky emblem, sporting equipment. (2) 

44.  Settle down, eavesdrop. 

45.  Decorated, titled female. (2) 

46.  East European, ancient punishment equipment. 

47.  Proceed, small stream, vowel. 

48.  Scottish islands, £25 wager. (2) 

49.  Umpire, belonging to, state of bliss. 

50.  Temperature, stupid person, vowel, cautious. 

51.  Sounds like a Brazilian footballer is able to do it. 

52.  Road junction, solidify, Kent area, fisherman’s lure. (2) 

53.  Sounds like a quick glimpse of an unkempt ruffian. (2) 

54.  Shortened month, musical composition. 

55.  Censor’s red pencil, container. 

56.  BDDEEHILLNNOOOPSTT. (2) 

57.  Residence, covered, bringer-backer. (2) 

58.  Mr Miniver. 

59.  Parky’s unruly guest. 

60.  Component, long narrow crest. 

61.  Valve, fish. 

62.  Bird covered in skin blemishes. (2) 

63.  Move camera, depart, nothing in reverse. 

64.  Pastime. 

65.  Worn on shoulder by some, change vowel in religious man. 

66.  Mr Brush airborne. (2) 

67.  Average, decay. 
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68.  Sounds like a bow-legged bald bird. 

69.  There reflected, Germany, Paderewski. 

70.  Hair remover, account. 

71.  Canny then lose a penny. 

72.  Entwine, you and me in reverse. 

73.  21s, sounds like a sporting infringement. (2) 

74.  Leg extension. 

75.  Geographical region, carry. (2) 

76.  Against, power unit, temper, natural movement of eyelids. (2) 

77.  Right, remove 2nd vowel from a west Scottish town and replace by 

 another. 

78.  Spoil, shorten a short time, congeal. 

79.  Each, temperature, conqueror, point. 

80.  Touch down, long heavy metal bar. (2) 

81.  Adhere, French the, put your money on. 

82.  Lumberjack’s warning cry, one can cry it too often. (2) 

83.  Inside informer. 

84.  Used to be, roadside sign. 

85.  Nearly a hidden marksman. 

86.  Chanticleer, there, reverse Hawaiian garland. 

87.  Seedpod, Italian river, drugs, morning, not me, point. 

88.  Draw, Ben’s mate. 

89.  Missile minus 50, 0. 

90.  Pay on receipt of. 

91.  AAACGGHIJKLNSSU. (2) 

92.  Thicket, rearrange S Korean capital. 

93.  Warm hard-wearing outer garment. 

94.  Secondary road, incoherent. 

95.  AAEEHHHKLMNOPTTW. (2) 

96.  Hand-held implement, Queen. 

97.  Reverse 2 consecutive letters, unpleasant odour, reverse 2 more  

98.  consecutive letters. 

99.  Fruit without a direction, boat, expose to sun. 

100. Worthless, Ibrox player. 
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A PLEA FROM THOSE WHO HELP AT THE TOTS GROUP 

– COULD YOU SPARE US A LITTLE OF YOUR TIME? 
The Tots Group is thriving as far as numbers of parents, carers and children 

are concerned. Most sessions we get around 30 young children, mainly 

babies, toddlers and younger children, along with their accompanying adults 

who enjoy the company and the range of play activities on offer. The group 

meet once a week on a Wednesday morning from 10.30 – 11.45 in the 

Church Hall. Everyone is very friendly. The adults and children seem to 

really enjoy themselves as do Father Robert and the volunteer helpers! 

 However, we are desperately in need of some more volunteer helpers. 

Currently we have Father Robert and three helpers. That is not enough 

people if 1 or more of us cannot be present for a session. 

The Volunteer helpers are involved in the following ways: 

 Before the session we sweep the floor and check that the toilets are   

clean.  

 We heat up water ready for the drinks and get out the equipment, 

setting it out in the Hall ready for the start of the session 

 When the session starts we welcome those who come in and offer   

 the adults a tea or a coffee. There are drinks of water or squash for the 

children. Biscuits and fruit are available for a snack 

 As the children move around freely between the activities Father  Robert 

and the volunteers are free to move round and talk to the adults and play 

with the children. However, we do not set up and formally lead play 

activities 

 At about 11.25 we start clearing up and make a seated semi-circle   

 around Father Robert and his guitar. We then sing 1 or 2 songs before 

handing out a range of hand puppets and soft toys ready to  sing ‘Old 

McDonald had a farm.’  We then sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to anyone who 

has just had or is about to have a birthday before Father Robert leads us 

in a short prayer 

Then the parents, carers and children are very good at helping move   

the equipment up to the corner of the hall nearest our storage area   

before leaving. We then put the equipment back into the storage area;           

put the dishwasher on; check the toilets are left in a suitable condition and 

clean the floor.              

Father Robert and the helpers are usually ready to leave the Hall by about 

12.20. 

However, as I have already metnioned, we are desperately in need of some 

more Volunteer helpers. If you feel that you could spare us some time it  



 10 

could be in a variety of ways: 

as a regular helper 

as a part-time helper, coming in for perhaps 1 or 2 sessions a month 

as someone who could offer to come in regularly, if possible, just to help set 

up at the start of sessions 

 or as an ‘stand in helper’ who would be willing to come in when we know 

that we will be short of helpers for a session 

If you are interested you could always turn up at a session to see if it is 

something that you would like to be involved in. We are open during school 

term time but have a break at Christmas, Easter and during the summer. 

I should like to take this opportunity to thank the PCC for covering the rent 

of the Hall for our sessions, also providing the refreshments. This enables us 

to offer the sessions as a free outreach opportunity to the local community. 

I should also like to thank our current and past helpers who do and have 

done a wonderful job over the past few years that this group has been 

running. 

Please consider if you have some time and enthusiasm which you could offer 

to share with us. You could let Father Robert know or get in touch with me 

on 8840 0038.  It would be a wonderful New Year’s gift which would be 

greatly appreciated by all involved in the Tot’s Group.            Linda Williams 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
City and Guilds qualified  

20 years Experience. 
 

Specialising in domestic painting and decorating 
 

Wallpaper hanging  
 

Paint effects, colour washing  

and advice on colour scheming 
 

Trompe L'oeil and hand painted murals (portfolio available) 
 

Reliable  
(reference from a  

parish member available) 
 

For a free quotation  
 

call STEPHEN DAVIES on 07966 071884 

10% reduction for work done before Christmas 
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WASHING MACHINE 

DISHWASHER 

TUMBLE DRYER 

ELECTRIC COOKER 

REPAIRS 
 

Most makes repaired:  

Hoover Hotpoint Indesit Zanussi 

Whirlpool Creda Electra Servis etc…. 

 

For a Fast, Efficient  

& Friendly Service, please call 

Simon Lynch 
Electrical Engineer 

 

07958 554947 (mobile) 

 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
City and Guilds qualified  

 

Specialising in domestic painting  
and decorating 

 

Wallpaper hanging  
 

Paint effects, colour washing  

and advice on colour scheming 
 

Trompe L'oeil and hand painted 

murals (portfolio available) 
 

Reliable  
(reference from a  

parish member available) 
 

For a free quotation  

call STEPHEN DAVIES on  

07966 071884 

ORGAN FUND COLLECTABLES DONATIONS 
Wanted: Donations of good quality household and personal items that you 

no longer want.  

Items needed include: Unwanted heirlooms, antiques, paintings. Ornaments 

including china, brass and glassware. Jewellery, watches and clocks. Coins, 

banknotes, stamps and medals. Old games and toys like cars, trains and 

dolls. Musical instruments, cameras and Sports Memorabilia. Curios etc. All 

proceeds from their sales will go straight to the Organ Fund! 
 

We can only accept smaller items that can be collected in a car, not 

furniture. No jumble, clothing or broken items please.  For local collection 

phone David Clarke on 07952 011543 to arrange a timed evening or 

weekend visit.  E-mail David at dclarke@nds.com. If bringing items to the 

church, please arrange with David Jewell or Michael Mappin to take them 

from you. 

Kate Hawkins RGN and Lisa Rankin RGN   
 

Offering a reliable and friendly  
service tailored to suit your specific 

needs.  
 

 Help at home 

 Escorted visits 

 Household jobs 

 Company and social visits 

 

 

Tel: 07561 141 613 
mysupportathome@hotmail.co.uk 
www.mysupportathome.co.uk 

 
 

A.P.G. SERVICES 
NEW ROOFS  

& ROOF REPAIRS 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

MOBILE: 07880 713773 
 

EMAIL 

a.gellard@btinternet.com 

*  SLATING       *  TILING  

*  LEADWORK *  GUTTERS 

*  VALLEYS  

*  REPOINTING 

 

 

Home care services at home.  

Absolutely anything you 

require…companionship,  

home help,  your shopping,  

picking up prescriptions.   

We have fully trained carers who 

drive and can escort you. 

Out on trips  -   We match a 

carer to suit you…  

Our carers really do care! 

For more information….  

Please call our office  

0208 574 2008 

We cover many areas. 

HUMES GARAGE LTD 
Established over 50 years 

 

17-19 Humes Avenue  

W7 2LJ 
 

Tel: 020 8567 4549 
 

MOT Testing 
 

Car Servicing & Repairs 

Body Repairs 

ELECTRICAL AND  

PLUMBING SERVICES 
 

P.B. SERVICES 
Proprietor: Peter Balls  

 

01753 646494  
 

peteballs@btinternet.com 

mailto:dclarke@nds.com


W SHERRY & SONS 
 

‘The Family Funeral Director for your local area’ 
 

87 Greenford Avenue, HANWELL 
Telephone: 020 8567 3904 
Branch Manageress: Sue Davies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Three generations of the Sherry family: 
Neil Sherry (centre), 

daughter Brooke (left) and father Robin (right) 

ACTON:               227 Acton Lane               020 8994 5474 
GREENFORD:     317 Ruislip Road East    020 8578 1402 
SUDBURY HILL:  1273 Greenford Road     020 8422 4264 
HANWELL:           87 Greenford Avenue     020 8567 3904 
ICKENHAM:          4 Long Lane                   01895 677222 
UXBRIDGE:          225 High Street              01895 810007 

24 hr service, help or advice telephone 
Neil Sherry 07771 990190 

 

www.wsherryandsons.co.uk 

Proud to be Independent Family Funeral Directors since 1850 

Mobile Bike Mechanic 
 

Bike repairs and maintenance at your home,  

place of work or collected and returned at your convenience.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether your bike needs a full service, adjustment to the gears 

or brakes or you have a flat tyre… 
 

Call Anthony 07930 676222 

email: apeart@ntlworld.com 

 The Fox Inn 
  Green Lane 

  Olde Hanwell 
  W7 2PJ 

  0208 567 4021 
  www.thefoxpub.co.uk 
 

 

Traditional Family Pub close  to the Grand Union Canal 

 Real Ale Pub of the Year 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 West Middlesex CAMRA 

 Bi-annual Beer Festivals Easter and Halloween. 

 Timothy Taylor Landlord, Fuller's London Pride & Sharp's Cornish Coaster 

along with two other weekly changing guest ales.  

 Food served Mon-Fri 12-3pm & 6-930pm, Sat 12-930pm, Sun 1230-330pm 

Maggie's Traditional Sunday Roast 

 Christmas Menu available from the second week in December until Christmas 

Eve. 

The Fox Craft Barn open every weekend Fri-Sun 12N-5pm. 
 

Christmas Craft Markets  

Sat 30th Nov 11am - 3pm & Fri 6th Dec 5 -10pm 

http://thefoxpub.co.uk


A. CAIN 
(FUNERAL SERVICES) LTD. 

Est. 1902 
 

    Still an Independent Family Business  

for Five Generations  
 

Your local Funeral Director providing a 

Professional & Caring service 
 

 81 Uxbridge Road, Hanwell, W7 3ST 

Tel: 020 8567 5062 
 

Also at: 38 Coldharbour Lane  Hayes 

 Middx UB3 3EP 

Tel: 020 8573 0664 

 
Proud to be Independent  

Family Funeral Directors 

W SHERRY & SONS 
Established 1850 

 

87 Greenford Avenue 

Hanwell 

Manager: Peter O’Malley 

Tel: 020 8567 3904 
 

24 hr service, help and advice  

Tel: Neil Sherry 07771 990190 
 

All types of work Undertaken 

Extension Specialists 

Mobile: 07831 472274 

 

 

Email: info@preedybuilde rs.co.uk 

Website: www.preedybuilders.co.uk 

Sarah Chapman VN, BA (Hons) 
 

 

MOBILE:  07958 652880 
 

E-MAIL:  catsitting@hotmail.com 

 

WEB:  www.catsit.co.uk 
 

12 Milford Road, London W13 9HZ 

Help keep your  

cat happy while 

you’re away 

VETERINARY NURSE ON CALL 

 

Aaron McCormack 
 

A family-run business est.1969 

 DESIGN 

 CONSTRUCTION 

 MAINTENANCE 

 CLEARANCE 

 PRUNING 

 TURFING 

 PATIOS 

 FENCING 

 DECKING 

 BRICKWORK 

22 Ash Grove  Ealing  W5 

   020 8579 6022    

    07904 560501 

Relationship  
Counselling 

 

for couples & individuals 
 

Gary Schuller  
MSc Marriage & Family Therapy 

 

‘Love is not a problem to solve, 

but a mystery to live’ 

 

07508 507857 
 

www.relationshipcounsellingsite.com 

 

Liz Pinder 
 

 

Holistic Therapist 

ITEC Qualified 

Rest ~ Relax ~ Rejuvenate 
 

Holistic Massage 

Hot Stone Massage 

Reflexology 

Eastern Facial Massage 

 
Enjoy a thorough & relaxing  

experience without having to leave 

the comfort of your own home 
 

lizmassagetherapist@hotmail.co.uk 

07913 214071 

Specialising in European, Afro, Asian: 

Cuts, Colour, Perms, Braids, Hair 

Extensions, Keratin blow dry, Permanent 

straightening, Relaxers, Manicure, 

Pedicure, Facials, Henna, Waxing, 

Threading. Eye lash & Brow tint, 

Bridal Packages and many more. 

 

 

 Offers for OAP & Students on Mon-Wed 
 Monthly Offers available 

 

                           Opening Hours: 

Mon- Wed: 10-6; Thurs:10-7;  Fri:10

-8;  Sat:9-6 

   Tip Top Salon 
Hair & Beauty 

160 Boston Road 
Hanwell W7 2HJ 
0208 840 0022 

07913 129 020 

mailto:info@preedybuilders.co.uk
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POP-IN 

*POP- IN ON FRIDAYS*  
AT ST THOMAS'S CHURCH HALL 

FROM 10.30AM TO 12 NOON 
*COME FOR TEA, COFFEE, BISCUITS AND A CHAT 

*MEET YOUR FRIENDS  AND MAKE NEW ONES!  

DECEMBER 
1st - tea, coffee and cakes 

8th - tea coffee and cakes 
15th -  tea coffee and cakes 

22nd  - tea coffee and cakes 

29th to Jan 10th 2104 - CLOSED 

The POP-IN is run by the Hanwell Neighbourly Care Scheme. 

NOVEMBER 

23rd Sat  Christmas Fair 2-4pm 

24th Sun  Last Sunday before Advent 

 

DECEMBER 

1st Sun  Advent Sunday 

8th Sun  2nd Sunday in Advent 

15th Sun  3rd Sunday in Advent.  Christingle 4pm 

22nd Sun  4th Sunday in Advent.  Carol Service 6.30pm 

24th Tues  Christmas Eve.    

   11pm A Ceremony of Carols by Benjamin Britten  

   11.30am Midnight Mass. 

25th Wed  Christmas Day.  Parish Eucharist 10am 

29th Sun  First Sunday of Christmas 

 

JANUARY 

5th Sun  The Epiphany. 

9th - 11th   Pantomime - Beauty and the Beast (see page 7) 

12th Sun  The Baptism of Christ 

19th Sun  2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

26th Sun  3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

THE TRIDENT 
Subscribe to the church Magazine 

Delivered to your door every month 
Please give or send your subscription with the form below to Sue Cunning-

ham at 26 Kent Avenue W13 or ring  07850 889948 if you would like more 

details. 

I would like to subscribe to The Trident for 2014.   I enclose £5.00 

(if you prefer to send a cheque please make it payable to St Thom-

as’ Church) 

My name is: 

____________________________________________________ 

 

My Address is: _________________________________________________ 

                                  

       

My Phone number is: ____________________________ 

You only need to fill in this form if you are a new subscriber.  Current sub-

scribers will continue to receive their copies of the Trident during 2014 and 

your distributor will contact you regarding your subscription. 

Baby/Toddler Group 
St Thomas’ Hall  

from  

10.30am until 11.45am.  

All are welcome.     

 Free. 

CLOSED on 25th Dec   

1st Jan and 8th Jan. 



 

          PARISH DIRECTORY 
VICAR           REV. ROBERT CHAPMAN  

          ST.THOMAS'S VICARAGE  182 BOSTON ROAD W7 2AD       3302 1040 

                                       fatherrobert@thomashanwell.org.uk 

 

CHURCHWARDENS     DAVID JEWELL                 195 BOSTON ROAD W7 2AA        8567 2940                                               

                       GILL SHAW                                gillshaw36@aol.com    8567 0999 

PARISH OFFICE                                             st.thomas.office@btinternet.com        

PCC SECRETARY          

TREASURER         SHEILA BURT                           sheilamburt@talktalk.net       8579 3950 

 

STEWARDSHIP SEC.       DAVINA BROOKS      8840 1245 

ELECTORAL ROLL         SIAN BOWLES-BEVAN                        sianbb@sky.com        8579 6920 

    

SENIOR SERVER          DAVID JEWELL                                                           8567 2940 

SENIOR SIDESMAN        PAULINE BRITTON         pauline.britton@tiscali.co.uk      8578 2786 

SACRISTAN          ANDREW LUMSDEN  andrew.n.lumsden@btinternet.com 

           8567 9991 

CHOIR          DR BEV BOWLES BEVAN    8567 4793 

MISSION COMMITTEE   SARAH HOLROYD   c/o THE VICARAGE 

FABRIC COMMITTEE      NICHOLAS WOODGATE    snads@btinternet.com    8840 5859 

FRIENDS OF ST THOMAS 

HALL BOOKINGS           GILL SHAW                                    8567 0999 

 

YOUTH GROUPS  

SUNDAY SCHOOL        SUE GRANGE               sue@grangefamily.co.uk    07970 426924            

RAINBOWS          AMY NEWLANDS hanwellrainbows@yahoo.com      07713 584130 

BROWNIES &          BEV TREMAYNE                       b.tremayne@sky.com          8897 7045 

GUIDES        
   

GROUP SCOUT          MIKE HARRIS              arris107@virginmedia.com  8567 1177 

LEADER       

CUBS         CHRISTIAN RIESNER   christianriesner@btinternet.com                     
SCOUTS         DOUG ROWE                       dougrowe@talktalk.net        

BEAVERS         GILL SHAW                                gillshaw36@aol.com    8567 0999 

CHILDREN’S ADVOCATES 
                                     CHARLOTTE CAROTENUTO   ccaroten@fastmail.fm          8567 7128                                                   

      LEANDA HOMER       leandahomer66@hotmail.com      07801 277086 

 

TRIDENT EDITORS     JILL ASHCROFT          24 ERLESMERE GARDENS  W13 9TY 

             jill.ashcroft@erlesmere.com 

          SUE CUNNINGHAM      26 KENT AVENUE W13 8BH      07850 889948
                                 suez.cunningham@btopenworld.com       


