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 The Gathering  At 2.55pm the Blessed is removed from the Altar, along with all 
ornamentation, and so returned to it’s ‘Stripped State’ as at Maundy Thursday. The 
French windows are opened and the Altar is then moved outside, onto the steps. 
At 3pm the Solemn Liturgy begins from the garden looking at St Thomas’ Church . 
The priest and server kneel at the stripped Altar and sing: 
First Hymn  
1. O sacred head, sore wounded 
defiled and put to scorn; 
O kingly head surrounded 
with mocking crown of thorn: 
What sorrow mars thy grandeur? 
Can death thy bloom deflower? 
O countenance whose splendour  
the hosts of heaven adore! 
 
2. In thy most bitter passion 
my heart to share doth cry, 
with thee for my salvation 
upon the cross to die. 
Ah, keep my heart thus moved 
to stand thy cross beneath, 
to mourn thee, well-beloved, 
yet thank thee for thy death. 
 
Stand for The Collect 
Eternal God, in the cross of Jesus we see the cost of our sin and  
the depth of your love: in humble hope and fear may we place at his feet  
all that we have and all that we are, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
All  Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah chapter 53 verse 13 to 54 verse 12 
13 See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be 
very high.14 Just as there were many who were astonished at him—so marred 
was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of 
mortals—15 so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths 

3. My days are few, O fail not, 
with thine immortal power, 
to hold me that I quail not 
in death's most fearful hour; 
that I may fight befriended, 
and see in my last strife 
to me thine arms extended 
upon the cross of life. 
 
Paul Gerhardt 1607-76 from a 14th century Latin 
Hymn Tr. Robert Bridges 1844-1930 
Tune Passion Chorale  Bach 1729 



 

 because of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that 
which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
53:1Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the 
Lord been revealed? 2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a 
root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and 
rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one 
from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no 
account. 4 Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we 
accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 6 All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 
he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a 
sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By a 
perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of 
my people.9 They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, 

although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet 
it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an 
offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through 
him the will of the Lord shall prosper.11 Out of his anguish he shall see light; he 
shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, 
shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.12 Therefore I will 
allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. This is the word of the Lord.  All  Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 31recorded by David Gilbert from our choir. Please join in the Response (℟℟ ) . 

 
 

℟ Fa     -      ther,                      in — to   your  hands I  com-mend my    spi-rit.℟ 



 

 In you, O Lord, | I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame.  
In your justice, | set me free. It is you who will re | deem me, Lord.  

All  ℟ Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.℟ 
  
In the face of | all my foes; I am | a reproach;  
an object of scorn | to my neighbours; and of fear | to my friends.  

All ℟℟ Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.℟ 
  
Those who see me | in the street; run | far away from me.  
I am like the dead, forgot | ten by all, like a thing | thrown away.  

All ℟℟ Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.℟ 
  
But as for me, I trust | in you, Lord; I say: 'You | are my God.'  
My life is in your | hands, deliver me; from the hands of | those who hate me. 

All ℟℟ Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.℟ 
  
Let your face shine | on your servant. Save me | in your love.  
Be strong, let your | heart take courage; all who hope | in the Lord.  

All ℟℟ Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.℟ 
 
The Passion Reading If you have three readers you may like to read aloud yourselves. 
Just put the Live-Stream on mute for this part. 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (18.1 - end of 19)  
A: Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to where there was a 
garden, into which he and his disciples entered. Judas his betrayer also knew the 
place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas got a band of 
soldiers and guards from the chief priests and the Pharisees and went there with 
lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen 
to him, went out and said to them, ℟  
B, “Whom are you looking for?”  
A: They answered him,  
C: “Jesus of Nazareth.”  
A: He said to them, ℟ 
B: “I AM.”  



 

 A: Judas his betrayer was also with them. When he said to them, “I AM,” they turned 
away and fell to the ground. So he again asked them, ℟  
B: “Whom are you looking for?”  
A: They said,  
C: “Jesus the Nazareth.”  
A: Jesus answered, ℟  
B: “I told you that I AM. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.”  
A: This was to fulfil what he had said, “I have not lost any of those you gave me.” Then 
Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his 
right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, ℟ 
B: “Put your sword into its scabbard. Shall I not drink the cup that the Father gave 
me?”  
A: So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound him, 
and brought him to Annas first. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high 
priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had counselled the Jews that it was better that 
one man should die rather than the people. Simon Peter and another disciple followed 
Jesus. Now the other disciple was known to the high priest, and he entered the 
courtyard of the high priest with Jesus. But Peter stood at the gate outside. So the 
other disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest, went out and spoke to the 
gatekeeper and brought Peter in. Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter, 
C: “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?”  
A: He said,  
B: “I am not.”  
A: Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire that they had 
made, because it was cold, and were warming themselves. Peter was also standing 
there keeping warm. The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about 
his doctrine. Jesus answered him, ℟ 
B: “I have spoken publicly to the world. I have always taught in a synagogue or in the 
temple area where all the Jews gather, and in secret I have said nothing. Why ask me? 
Ask those who heard me what I said to them. They know what I said.”  
A: When he had said this, one of the temple guards standing there struck Jesus and 
said,  
C: “Is this the way you answer the high priest?”  
A: Jesus answered him, ℟B: “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong; but if I have 
spoken rightly, why do you strike me?”  
A: Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. Now Simon Peter was 
standing there keeping warm. And they said to him,  
C: “You are not one of his disciples, are you?”  
N: He denied it and said,  
B: “I am not.”  



 

 A: One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut 
off, said,  
C: “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?”  
A: Again Peter denied it. And immediately the cock crowed. Then they brought 
Jesus from Caiaphas to the praetorium. It was morning. And they themselves did not 
enter the praetorium, in order not to be defiled so that they could eat the Passover. 
So Pilate came out to them and said, “What charge do you bring against this man?” 
They answered and said to him,  
C: “If he were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.”  
A: At this, Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves, and judge him according to 
your law.” The Jews answered him,  
C: “We do not have the right to execute anyone,”  
A: in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled that he said indicating the kind 
of death he would die. So Pilate went back into the praetorium and summoned Jesus 
and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, ℟ 
B: “Do you say this on your own or have others told you about me?”  
A: Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests 
handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, ℟ 
B: “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did belong to this 
world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”  
A: So Pilate said to him, “Then you are a king?” Jesus answered, ℟ 
B: “You say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate 
said to him, “What is truth?” When he had said this, he again went out to the Jews 
and said to them, “I find no guilt in him. But you have a custom that I release one 
prisoner to you at Passover. Do you want me to release to you the King of the 
Jews?” They cried out again,  
C: “Not this one but Barabbas!”  
A: Now Barabbas was a revolutionary. Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged. 
And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it on his head, and clothed 
him in a purple cloak, and they came to him and said,  
C: “Hail, King of the Jews!”  
A: And they struck him repeatedly. Once more Pilate went out and said to them, 
“Look, I am bringing him out to you, so that you may know that I find no guilt in 
him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple cloak. And he 
said to them, “Behold, the man!” When the chief priests and the guards saw him they 
cried out,  
C: “Crucify him, crucify him!”  



 

 A: Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him. I find no guilt in him.” 
The Jews answered,  
C: “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, because he made 
himself the Son of God.”  
A: Now when Pilate heard this statement, he became even more afraid, and went 
back into the praetorium and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus did not 
answer him. So Pilate said to him, “Do you not speak to me? Do you not know that 
I have power to release you and I have power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, 
B: “You would have no power over me if it had not been given to you from above. 
For this reason the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”  
A: Consequently, Pilate tried to release him; but the Jews cried out,  
C: “If you release him, you are not a Friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes 
himself a king opposes Caesar.”  
A: When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out and seated him on the 
judge’s bench in the place called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was 
preparation day for Passover, and it was about noon. And he said to the Jews,  
“Behold, your king!” They cried out,  
C: “Take him away, take him away! Crucify him!”  
A: Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief priests answered,  
C: “We have no king but Caesar.”  
A: Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and, 
carrying the cross himself, he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, in 
Hebrew, Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on 
either side, with Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had an inscription written and put 
on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Now many of the 
Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 
city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the 
Jews said to Pilate,  
C: “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am the King of the 
Jews.’”  
A: Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” When the soldiers had 
crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four shares, a share for 
each soldier. They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless, woven in one 
piece from the top down. So they said to one another,  
C: “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will be,”  
A: in order that the passage of Scripture might be fulfilled that says: They divided 
my garments among them, and for my vesture they cast lots. This is what the 
soldiers did. Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and 
the disciple there whom he loved he said to his mother, ℟ 



 

 B: “Woman, behold, your son.”  
A: Then he said to the disciple,  
B:℟“Behold, your mother.”  
A: And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. After this, aware that 
everything was now finished, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus 
said, ℟ 
B: “I thirst.”  
A: There was a vessel filled with common wine. So they put a sponge soaked in 
wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. When Jesus had taken the 
wine, he said, ℟ 
B: “It is finished.”  
A: And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.  
If able, here all kneel and pause for a short time.   
Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on the 
cross on the sabbath, for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews 
asked Pilate that their legs be broken and that they be taken down. So the soldiers 
came and broke the legs of the first and then of the other one who was crucified 
with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did 
not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately 
blood and water flowed out. An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; 
he knows that he is speaking the truth, so that you also may come to believe. For 
this happened so that the Scripture passage might be fulfilled: Not a bone of it will 
be broken. And again another passage says: They will look upon him whom they 
have pierced. After this, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of 
the Jews, asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus. And Pilate permitted it. 
So he came and took his body. Nicodemus, the one who had first come to him at 
night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about one hundred 
pounds. They took the body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with the 
spices, according to the Jewish burial custom. Now in the place where he had been 
crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet 
been buried. So they laid Jesus there because of the Jewish preparation day; for the 
tomb was close by. The Passion of the Lord. No response is made.  
On this day the Book of the Gospels is not kissed by anyone after the proclamation of the Passion. 
 
Sermon  
 

The Solemn Intercession are said by the priest facing the cross held at the back of the 
garden server.  
Lord, hear us.  
All Lord, graciously hear us. 



 

 The Proclamation of the Cross 
The priest walks to the server holding the cross, collects the cross and faces 
the altar. The procession proceeds stopping three times, and the when the 
priest says 
Behold the wood of the cross, on which hung the Saviour of the world. 
All reply: Come, let us worship.  
 
The cross is given to the server, the priest kisses it, and the priest and server 
kneel before the cross. Please reflect on the cross and what I means for you 
and the world, and join in the singing of part of the Crux Fidelis.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Thirty years among us dwelling, 
Now at length his hour fulfilled, 
Born for this, he meets his Passion, 
For that this he freely willed, 
On the Cross the Lamb is lifted, 
Where his life-blood shall be spilled. 

Words: Latin, Venantis Fortunatus Tr. By Percy Dearmer & J. M. Neale Tune: Picardy 878787 

3. He endured the nails, the spitting, 
Vinegar and spear and reed; 
From that holy Body piercèd 
Blood and water forth proceed: 
Earth and stars and sky and ocean 
By that flood from stain are freed. 



 

 Holy Communion 
Offertory Hymn During the singing of the hymn the Altar is covered with a fair linen 
cloth and the consecrated elements from the Altar of Repose are placed on it.  

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God: 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down: 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of Nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

Isaac Watts 1674-1748  Tune: Rockingham  LM Edward Miller 1731-1807 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Standing at the foot of the cross,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 



 

 All Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Giving of Communion 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
 but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
The priest and others receive holy communion.   
At the end of holy communion silence is kept. Followed by:  
Let us pray. 
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection  
of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world:  
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross  
we may triumph in the power of his victory;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  
All Amen. 
 
The Conclusion The dismissal prayer is said  
Lord, send down your abundant blessing  
upon your people who have devoutly recalled the death  
of your Son in the sure hope of the resurrection. 
Grant them pardon; bring them comfort. 
May their faith grow stronger and their eternal salvation be assured. 
All Amen. 

The service ends now in silence. Please join us at 8pm for the Easter Vigil 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included in this service, 
is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is 

included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006.  CCL No: 154364.  



 

 


